The protective effect of dl-tetrahydropalmatine against the development of amygdala kindling seizures in rats.
The influence of dl-tetrahydropalmatine (THP), an active component isolated from a Chinese herbal medicine corydalis, was tested on the development of electrically kindled amygdala. The seizure activity was quantified by a ultrasonic system for vertical motion measurements. Intraperitoneal injection of THP (20 or 30 mg kg(-1)) 30 min before applying the daily kindling stimulus prevented the development of the kindling process. The behavioral seizure score and the motion responses which normally develop during electrical kindling were reduced below their initial values. The results suggest that THP is a very effective antiepileptogenic and anticonvulsant agent when applied to electrically kindled rats.